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The Birds and the Bees “The Compassion of the LORD” 
SUNDAY 5.21.17  Psalm 103 
The Lord works righteousness; 
does justice for all who are oppressed… 
The Lord is compassionate and merciful, 
very patient, and full of faithful love… 
He doesn't deal with us according to our sin 
or repay us according to our wrongdoing, 
because as high as heaven is above the earth, 
that's how large God's faithful love is for those who honor him. 
As far as east is from west— 
that's how far God has removed our sin from us. 
Like a parent feels compassion for their children— 
that's how the Lord feels compassion for those who honor him. 
 
 
Gender roles: creation vs. ancient culture 
MONDAY 5.22.17 Genesis 1:26-28, 2:18-23, Leviticus 12:1-5 
Most ancient cultures valued males above females. Israelite women could not inherit family 
lands; widows had no legal status (cf. the book of Ruth). So it was not strange that Leviticus 12 
called women “unclean” after giving birth—and unclean twice as long after a girl’s birth as a 
boy’s! But it may show how our cultures shape our comprehension of God that they said God 
gave Moses that biased law. In the Hebrews’ own creation stories, God made male AND 
female in God’s image. The woman was called man’s helper and partner, not his servant. 

 Scholar and pastor Matthew Henry wrote (in 1706!) that Eve was “not made out of his 
[Adam’s] head to top him, not out of his feet to be trampled upon by him, but out of his side 
to be equal with him, under his arm to be protected, and near his heart to be beloved.” Who 
shaped your opinions about gender as a 21st-century person? How do your beliefs shape 
how you treat your own gender? The other gender? 

 Scholar Lesslie Newbigin wrote, “Most of us treat the Bible as an anthology of helpful 
thoughts… from which we can obtain comfort, guidance and direction…. It is rather an 
interpretation of the whole of history from the creation to its end… and is told from the point 
of view of the people whom God chose to be the bearers of his purpose.” * How can 
Newbigin’s outlook help you make better sense of how Israel could believe God gave laws 
that blatantly discriminated against women? 

 
Prayer: Lord God, it’s a privilege, and a challenge, to bear your image. Grow the qualities of your 
very self in me, so that my connection to you will more and more define me every day. Amen. 
* Lesslie Newbigin, A Walk Through the Bible. Kansas City: Barefoot Ministries, 1999, pp. 12-13. 
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Human sexuality: Good gift and cultural challenge 
TUESDAY 5.23.17 Genesis 2:24-25, Song of Solomon 8:5-7, Genesis 29:31-30:24 
The Hebrew Bible was much more frank about human sexuality (for good and ill) than many 
church people tend to be. Both the Genesis story of creation and the poetry of Song of 
Solomon celebrated physical intimacy as a good (and bonding) gift from God. But Jacob’s 
story (and many others) showed how sex disconnected from love and commitment could foster 
jealousy, rivalry and selfishness, and make life tangled and painful. 

 How does including Genesis 2 and Song of Solomon in the Bible show that the Hebrew 
people (guided, we trust, by God’s Spirit) believed God created sexual attraction, as a force 
for good? In what ways did this bold Hebrew love poetry link the strong pull of sexual 
attraction with God’s larger intention that the union of bodies should bond hearts together? 

 Rachel had Jacob’s love, but ached for children. Leah had children, but wanted Jacob to 
love her. Both wives had Jacob sleep with their maidservants, treating the maidservants 
and him as pawns in their struggle for family status. We’d never do THAT! In what ways 
does our culture separate sex from love and commitment? When have you seen that 
separation produce the same types of pain and dysfunction that it did in Jacob’s family? 

 
Prayer: Lord, thank you for the good gift of human physical intimacy. Whatever my current 
circumstances, help me view that gift as a way of emulating, at our deepest levels, your 
steadfast love for us. Amen. 
 
 
Gender roles: Jesus and early Christians 
WEDNESDAY 5.24.17 Luke 10:38-42, Galatians 3:23-28 
Jesus treated women as—well, as people. Most rabbis thought women couldn’t learn, and 
were not worth teaching. But when Martha grumbled that her sister wasn’t helping her with 
“woman’s” work, Jesus said it was good for Mary to learn from him. The apostle Paul followed 
Jesus. His rabbinic training may have peeked through at times, but he boldly wrote that, in 
Christ, the old distinctions between the value of male and female no longer applied. 

 Jesus teaching Mary may seem normal to us. In his time, it was most unusual—and it was not 
an isolated incident (cf. Luke 8:1-3, Matthew 27:55-56, and women as the first resurrection 
witnesses, as in Luke 24:9-11). How does Jesus’ model speak to attitudes and actions that still 
treat women as second-class citizens in homes, workplaces or other settings? 

 Paul wrote some things (e.g. 1 Corinthians 14:34-35, 1 Timothy 2:11-15) that sound 
antifemale. On closer study, those seem to be answers to specific church or city situations, not 
general wisdom (though his cultural background may have shaped how he said them). 
Galatians 3:28 was a sweeping statement reflecting how Christ changed gender views. In 
what ways have you seen the church live out Galatians 3:28? Where do you, or the 
Christian community, still have room to grow in living this out? 

 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, even in our “enlightened” times, we’re tempted to make jokes about 
“woman drivers” and similar topics. Guide me as I discern and live beyond any prejudices that 
my heart still harbors. Amen. 
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“The LORD feels compassion for those who honor him” 
THURSDAY 5.25.17 Psalm 103:1-22 
Pastor Hamilton often quotes Frederick Buechner’s words: “The worst thing is never the last 
thing.” The people of Israel believed and celebrated that when they sang Psalm 103. Their 
history included terrible times of oppression, uncertainty about how best to serve God (and, 
sometimes, unwillingness to serve God), and many feelings of powerlessness and despair. But 
the psalmist said God knows and loves us, and “the LORD’s faithful love is from forever ago to 
forever from now for those who honor him” (verse 17). 

 Just how far IS the east from the west? Like most people of his day, the psalmist likely 
thought of earth as a flat disk, rather than a globe. If you think of the edges of a disk, then 
the distance between “east” and “west” is the greatest possible distance. How does this 
image help you picture the vastness of God’s compassion and mercy? 

 Verse 6 said, “The LORD works righteousness; does justice for all who are oppressed.” 
Most of us live in an affluent county in one of the freest nations in the world. Who are some 
of the people who are oppressed even in this setting—who are ridiculed, misunderstood 
and shunned? How can you take part in God’s work to bless those who face types of 
oppression that you do not face? 

 
Prayer: LORD Jesus, you came to earth because of what the psalmist called your “faithful 
love.” In my human relationships, keep teaching me how to love as faithfully as you do. Amen. 
 
 
Jesus’ spirit: “Neither do I condemn you” 
FRIDAY 5.26.17 John 8:2-11 
The accusers in this ugly scene weren’t satisfied with shaming the woman. They wanted to 
stone her to death, quoting verses like Deuteronomy 22:22. (By the way, the woman’s partner 
was missing—the reason many scholars believe she’d been set up.) Jesus did not blindly 
follow every word in the Bible. He offered the accusers a different standard: “Whoever hasn’t 
sinned should throw the first stone.” The accusers left, and Jesus, who WAS sinless, didn’t 
want to throw stones. 

 Have you, or someone close to you, ever responded to a failure to live up to God’s (and 
your own) ideal by saying, “I just feel sick about what I did” or even “I wish I could die”? In 
what ways was Jesus’ offer to free the woman from shame, and restore a healthy 
relationship with God and others, an act of deep inner healing? Can you accept Jesus' offer 
of forgiveness by forgiving yourself? 

 Imagine yourself on the ground like this woman, encircled by the “righteous” who condemn 
you. Hear Jesus saying, “I don’t condemn you.” How precious is his grace to you? Now 
imagine it’s you holding a stone. Who—what person or group—did you throw before 
Jesus? What “sinners” do you most despise? Lay before Jesus the fears, feelings and 
incidents that make those people so offensive to you. Ask Jesus to help you daily grow into 
someone who deals with people as he did. 

 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, sometimes difference or disagreement make me want to condemn those 
who shake my sense of certainty. Help me walk farther away from judging others each day. 
Amen. 
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Jesus’ spirit: “mercy overrules judgment” 
SATURDAY 5.27.17 Matthew 9:9-13, 19:10-12, James 2:8-13 
Through the ages, various groups have been outcasts unwelcome in “religious” circles (e.g. 
Deuteronomy 23:1-2 banned eunuchs and illegitimate children). To Pharisees amazed that he 
would eat with “tax collectors and sinners,” Jesus said his kingdom was different. He said even 
people most Hebrews looked down on, like eunuchs, were welcome, that there were not onesize- 
fits-all rules. In his letter, Jesus’ brother James underscored the same idea. His words 
about breaking even one commandment were not meant to discourage, but to say we’re all in 
the same boat. All of us must trust that, with God, “mercy overrules judgment.” 

 In Jesus’ day, as in ours, some religious people thought holiness included showing your 
virtue by loudly condemning “unworthy” people (which generally meant “different”). Have 
you ever seen some “righteous” church people judge and criticize non-religious and 
nominally religious people (or even believers who are different from them in some way)? If 
Jesus brought Matthew and his friends to your worship service or small group, would they  
be welcome? James said the command to love your neighbor as yourself was a “royal law.”  
When has mercy had to overrule judgment in order for you to live up to that law, and 
welcome any and all human beings with God’s compassion? In what ways does relating to 
others with mercy rather than condemnation create greater freedom for them? For you? 

 
Prayer: Lord, when I’m the “tax collector and sinner,” I want your mercy and grace. When you 
call me as your child to offer mercy and grace to people I don’t like or approve of, that gets 
tougher. Grow a more merciful heart in me. Amen. 
 
Family Activity: God created each person as a sexual being and designed sexuality to be a 
good gift. Children will learn about sex from someone, so as parents or caregivers, commit to 
being the people who teach them. With younger children, use appropriate names for all body 
parts, including those we keep covered. With older children and youth, bake a cake. Take the 
cake out of the oven 15-20 minutes early. Talk about what isn’t right about the cake and the 
importance of timing in all things. Finish baking it and when it is done, celebrate its goodness. 
Talk about the goodness and gift of waiting for the right time to have sex. Pray, asking God for 
wisdom and guidance as your family continues these critical conversations through the years. 


